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This week in therapeutics

THE DISTILLERY

Target/marker/
Indication pathway
Inflammation
Allergy; asthma  Not applicable

Summary

Mouse studies suggest immunization with

allergen peptides conjugated to a prodrug of
a-galactosylceramide (aGC) could help treat
allergen-induced asthma. In a mouse model of
ovalbumin-sensitized asthma, immunization with

the oGC-ovalbumin peptide conjugate decreased the
airway inflammatory response to ovalbumin challenge
compared with immunization using a mixture of the
two compounds. Next steps could include creating and
testing similar conjugates in additional asthma models.
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