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This week in therapeutics
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Neurology

Alzheimer’s disease 
(AD)

Inhibitor of k-light 
polypeptide gene 
enhancer in B cells 
kinase-b (IKBKB; IKK2); 
b-amyloid (Ab)

Mouse studies suggest inhibiting IKK2 in 
myeloid cells could help treat AD. In a mouse 
model of AD, Ikk2 knockout in myeloid cells 
decreased inflammation and Ab levels in 
the brain and increased cognitive function 
compared with unaltered Ikk2 expression. 
Also in the mouse model, Ikk2 knockout 
increased microglia recruitment to plaque 
deposits and consequent Ab clearance 
without affecting Ab production. Next steps 
could include testing an IKK2 inhibitor in the 
model. 
At least two companies have IKK2 inhibitors 
in Phase II or earlier testing for various 
indications.
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