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Cancer

Cancer Deoxycytidine kinase 
(DCK)

Mouse and in vitro studies identified DCK inhibitors 
that could help treat cancer. DCK is associated with 
cancer cell growth and chemotherapy resistance. 
High throughput screening, SAR studies and 
cell-based assays identified small molecules that 
inhibit DCK with nanomolar IC50 values. In a 
mouse xenograft model of human leukemia, 
the lead inhibitor decreased DCK activity in 
tumors compared with vehicle. Next steps include 
identifying a lead clinical candidate and carrying out 
IND-enabling studies.
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