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Cancer

Colorectal 
cancer

Cystathionine 
b-synthase (CBS)

In vitro and mouse studies suggest inhibiting CBS could 
help treat colorectal cancer. In a human colon cancer cell 
line, small hairpin RNA−mediated knockdown of CBS or 
a CBS inhibitor decreased proliferation, migration and 
invasion compared with control shRNA or vehicle. In 
mice bearing human cell line−derived or patient-derived 
colon tumors, a CBS inhibitor decreased tumor growth 
and tumor blood vessel density compared with vehicle. 
Future studies could include determining whether CBS is 
overexpressed in other solid tumor types.
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