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Mouse models for CNV could help identify therapeutics to treat AMD. 
Abnormal vascularization of the retina or choroid can give rise to 
AMD. VEGF receptor 1 (FLT1; VEGFR-1) inhibits VEGF-A to prevent 
abnormal angiogenesis. In mice, decreasing Flt1 activity with an 
antibody or small hairpin RNA–mediated gene knockdown caused CNV. 
In mice, induced loss of Flt1 expression in two different layers of the 
retina resulted in CNV. Ongoing studies include testing the therapeutic 
effect of restoring FLT1 expression in the CNV models.
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