
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange	 Copyright © 2013 Nature Publishing Group� 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary

Licensing 
status

Publication and contact  
information

Cancer

Diffuse large B 
cell lymphoma 
(DLBCL)

Enhancer of zeste 
homolog 2 (EZH2)

In vitro studies identified an EZH2 inhibitor that could help treat 
DLBCL. In vitro, the lead compound EI1 inhibited EZH2 with an 
IC50 value of about 10 nM and about 90-fold specificity for EZH2 
over the related enzyme EZH1. In DLBCL cell lines carrying 
mutant EZH2, EI1 inhibited cell growth at low micromolar 
concentrations. Next steps could include additional preclinical 
studies of EI1 in mouse models of cancer.
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