
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2013 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary Licensing status

Publication and contact  
information

Cancer

Pancreatic 
cancer

DNA Mouse and cell culture studies suggest 
decreasing extracellular DNA levels could help 
prevent pancreatic cancer metastasis. In two 
human pancreatic cancer cell lines, compared 
with normal pancreatic cells, extracellular DNA 
levels in culture medium were increased. In a 
mouse xenograft model for human pancreatic 
cancer, injection of DNase I decreased metastasis 
compared with saline injection. Next steps 
include determining whether extracellular DNA 
is associated with pancreatic cancer metastasis 
in humans.
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