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Ataxia Nemo-like kinase (NLK)

Summary Licensing status

Fly and mouse studies suggest inhibiting

NLK could help treat spinocerebellar ataxia
type 1 (SCAL). In a fly model for SCA1, an

nlk deficiency decreased markers of disease
compared with no deficiency. In the fly model,
expression of human NLK increased markers
of disease compared with expression of a
kinase-dead mutant. In a mouse model for
SCA1, lower Nik expression decreased disease-
associated behaviors compared with wild-type
Nik expression. Next steps include understanding
additional mechanisms downstream of NLK in
diseased and normal brain function.
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