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Dermatology

Wounds Basic fibroblast growth 
factor (bFGF)

In vitro studies suggest a heparin mimetic could 
be used to stabilize bFGF for use in indications 
such as wound healing. In human dermal 
fibroblasts, bFGF conjugated to a heparin-
mimicking polymer promoted cell proliferation 
and showed greater stability under various 
stressors than unconjugated bFGF or bFGF 
conjugated to a different polymer. Next steps 
include determining long-term stability of the 
conjugates in different storage conditions and 
testing in preclinical models for wound healing. 
Johnson & Johnson markets Fiblast trafermin, a 
human bFGF, to treat dermal ulcers.
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