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Neurology

Depression; 
anxiety

Dopamine 
signaling

Mouse studies suggest blocking neurotransmission of 
dopamine-sensing neurons could help treat neuropsychiatric 
disorders triggered by chronic stress. In wild-type mice 
subjected to chronic stress–inducing social defeat, the generic 
small molecule quinpirole decreased the activity of dopamine-
sensing neurons and led to increased social interaction 
compared with vehicle control. Next steps include developing 
compounds that selectively target dopamine signaling to treat 
neuropsychiatric disorders.
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