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Hepatic disease

Liver disease Fibroblast growth factor 7 
(FGF7)

Mouse studies suggest FGF7 could help activate 
liver progenitor cells (LPCs) to treat liver diseases. 
LPCs proliferate in response to liver injury and 
are believed to contribute to regeneration. In 
three mouse models of liver injury and in human 
patients with liver disease, LPCs expressed FGF7. 
In mice, inducing Fgf7 overexpression shortly after 
liver injury or after establishment of chronic liver 
disease increased LPC activation and decreased 
liver injury compared with no overexpression. Next 
steps could include testing FGF7 or its derivatives 
in mouse models of liver disease. 
Swedish Orphan Biovitrum AB markets 
Kepivance palifermin, a truncated form of FGF7 
that acts as a keratinocyte growth factor receptor 
(KGFR; FGFR2; CD332) agonist, to treat oral 
mucositis.
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