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Cancer

Colorectal 
cancer (CRC)

Fibroblast growth factor 
receptor 4 (FGFR4; CD334)

Cell culture and mouse studies suggest 
antagonizing FGFR4 could help treat colorectal 
cancer. In cell culture, human CRC cells 
cocultured with tumor-associated fibroblasts 
had higher levels of FGFR4 than control cultures 
without fibroblasts. In a mouse xenograft model 
of CRC, small hairpin RNA knockdown of 
FGFR4 decreased tumor growth and metastasis 
and increased survival compared with no 
knockdown. Next steps include identifying and 
testing pharmacological inhibitors of FGFR4.
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