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Summary

In vitro and mouse studies suggest hypomethylating agents could
help treat pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC). In a mouse
model of aggressive, stroma-rich PDAC, the demethylating agent
Dacogen decitabine decreased tumor burden and increased
survival compared with vehicle control. Next steps include testing
Dacogen plus therapeutic cytokines and immunotherapy.

Astex Pharmaceuticals Inc., Eisai Co. Ltd. and Johnson & Johnson
market Dacogen, a DNA methyltransferase inhibitor, to treat acute
myelogenous leukemia (AML) and myelodysplastic syndrome

(MDS).
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