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Infectious disease

Cytomegalovirus 
(CMV)

Natural 
cytotoxicity 
triggering 
receptor 1 (NCR1; 
NKP46; CD335)

Studies in mice suggest antagonizing NCR1 could help treat 
CMV. Mice with a loss-of-function mutation in the Ncr1 
gene had greater NK cell activity and higher resistance to 
murine CMV infection than wild-type controls. NK cells 
from wild-type mice treated with an anti-NCR1 mAb had 
greater NK cell activity than mice receiving control mAbs. 
Next steps include testing anti-NCR1 mAbs in mouse 
models of diseases modulated by NK cell activity, including 
influenza and cancer. 
Innate Pharma S.A., which was cofounded by study author 
Eric Vivier, is evaluating therapeutics that target NCR1.
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