
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2012 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication Target/marker/pathway Summary Licensing status
Publication and contact  
information

Infectious disease
Malaria Glucose-6-phosphate 

dehydrogenase (g6pd)
 

In vitro studies identified Plasmodium 
falciparum g6pd inhibitors that could help treat 
malaria. In a high throughput screen of about 
350,000 compounds, benzothiazinones were the 
most potent inhibitors of P. falciparum g6pd, 
an enzyme required for parasite proliferation 
and propagation. In culture, the lead compound 
inhibited growth of both chloroquine-resistant 
and chloroquine-sensitive P. falciparum strains 
with subnanomolar IC50 values. Next steps 
include testing the compounds in vivo.
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