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Neurology

Pain Bradykinin B1 receptor 
(BDKRB1; B1R)

An in vitro and mouse study identified cyclic 
peptide–based B1R antagonists that could 
help treat pain. The antagonists were created 
by linking known peptide inhibitors of B1R to 
kalata B1, an orally available cysteine-rich plant 
peptide with a cyclic backbone. In a mouse 
model of visceral pain, oral dosing of the new 
antagonists decreased pain compared with 
dosing of the linear parent peptides. Next steps 
include determining the bioavailability of the new 
inhibitors in small animals.  
Evotec AG has a B1R antagonist in preclinical 
development for pain and inflammation.
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