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Infectious disease

Influenza virus Polymerase 1 (PB1) In vitro and mouse studies identified a PB1 
inhibitor that could help treat influenza. In vitro, 
the compound inhibited the growth of influenza 
virus, including H1N1 pandemic and avian 
H5N1 strains, but not influenza virus containing 
a PB1 mutation. In mice, the inhibitor partially 
protected against lethal influenza challenge and 
increased survival compared with saline control. 
Next steps include confirming that PB1 is the 
direct target of the inhibitor.
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