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Cardiovascular disease

Cardiomyopathy VEGF receptor 1 (FLT1; 
VEGFR-1)

Human and mouse studies suggest inhibiting 
soluble FLT1 (sFLT1) could help prevent or 
treat peripartum cardiomyopathy (PPCM) 
in women with pre-eclampsia, a known risk 
factor for PPCM. In postpartum women with 
pre-eclampsia and PPCM, sFLT1 levels were 
up to 10-fold higher than those in postpartum 
women who had neither condition. In prepartum 
women with pre-eclampsia, elevated sFLT1 
levels correlated with cardiac dysfunction. In 
normal pregnant and nonpregnant mice, mouse 
sFlt1 decreased cardiac function compared with 
vehicle. Ongoing work includes identifying small 
molecule inhibitors of sFLT1 secretion.
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