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Autoimmune disease

Multiple 
sclerosis (MS)

DEAD box 
polypeptide 58 
(DDX58; RIG-I); 
interferon induced 
with helicase C 
domain 1 (IFIH1; 
MDA5)

Mouse studies suggest activating RIG-I or MDA5 could help 
treat MS. In a mouse model of MS, RNA ligands that activate 
RIG-I or MDA5 decreased inflammation, myelin damage and 
disease severity compared with vehicle. Next steps include 
determining biomarkers and endpoints for a clinical trial of 
one of the ligands.
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