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Musculoskeletal disease

Muscular 
dystrophy

Heat shock 70 kDa protein 
1A  
(Hsp72; HspA1)

Mouse studies suggest increasing Hsp72 activity 
could help treat muscular dystrophy. In mouse 
models of muscular dystrophy, a small molecule 
activator of Hsp72 decreased spinal curvature 
and increased muscle strength, diaphragm 
function and lifespan compared with no 
treatment. Next steps could include studying 
the Hsp72 activator in large mammal models of 
muscular dystrophy.
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