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Infectious disease

Viral infection Lymphotoxin-a (LTA); LTB 
(p33)

Mouse studies suggest lymphotoxin could be 
used to stimulate the innate immune response 
against neurotropic viruses. In a mouse model 
of viral infection, Ltb knockout mice or mice 
treated with a decoy receptor that blocks Lta and 
Ltb signaling had lower macrophage activation, 
antiviral response and survival than wild-type 
or mock-treated controls, respectively. Next 
steps include testing the effect of lymphotoxin-
mediated macrophage activation on infection 
with human neurotropic viruses including rabies 
virus, West Nile virus and herpes simplex virus.
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