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Mouse studies suggest the efficacy of T cell–based vaccinations 
could be improved with NKG2D. In mice lacking Cd4+ T cells and 
vaccinated with chicken ovalbumin (OVA), compared with mice 
that still had Cd4+ T cells, the immune response of Cd8+ T cells 
was decreased, whereas co-stimulation with Nkg2d restored the 
response. In Cd4+ T cell–depleted mice, vaccination with OVA 
and Nkg2d increased survival after lethal challenge with an OVA-
expressing influenza virus compared with vaccination using OVA 
alone. Next steps could include testing additional vaccination 
models.
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