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THE DISTILLERY

Target/marker/
Indication pathway

Ophthalmic disease
Corneal wound Vimentin (VIM)

A study in mice suggests decreasing VIM expression could help
reduce fibrosis resulting from corneal wounds. In mice with
fibrotic corneal injuries, withaferin A, a small molecule that
downregulates VIM, led to greater corneal transparency than
vehicle. Next steps include medicinal chemistry optimization of
withaferin A for localized and systemic delivery.
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