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Neurology

Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD)

Retinoid X receptor (RXR) Mouse studies suggest agonizing RXR in the 
brain could help treat AD. In mouse models 
of AD, the oral small molecule RXR agonist 
Targretin bexarotene increased apolipoprotein E 
(APOE) expression, lowered hippocampal levels 
of soluble and insoluble toxic b-amyloid (Ab) 
and decreased behavioral and cognitive deficits 
compared with vehicle control. ReXceptor Inc. 
will evaluate the safety of Targretin in a pilot trial 
in 12 healthy volunteers. 
Targretin is marketed by Eisai Co. Ltd. to treat 
cutaneous T cell lymphoma (CTCL).
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Use of Targretin to 
treat AD patented 
by Case Western 
Reserve University; 
exclusively licensed 
to ReXceptor
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Contact: Gary E. Landreth, Case 
Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine, Cleveland, Ohio 
e-mail:  
gel2@case.edu
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