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Infectious disease

HCV Membrane-bound 
transcription factor 
peptidase site-1 (MBTPS1; 
SKI-1)

Cell culture studies suggest inhibiting SKI-1 
could help treat HCV infection. In cultured 
hepatocytes, a small molecule MBTPS1 inhibitor 
decreased HCV infection and viral titers 
compared with vehicle control. The inhibitor 
did not lower HCV RNA levels, suggesting the 
compound is acting at a late assembly stage of 
the viral life cycle. Next steps include developing 
more potent active site–directed SKI-1 inhibitors 
with better pharmacokinetic properties.
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