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In vitro studies suggest gold-containing indole
analogs could help treat cancer. Chemical
synthesis and in vitro testing of (phosphine)gold
indole analogs identified two lead compounds
that induced apoptosis in human breast cancer,
colorectal cancer, cervical cancer and leukemia
cell lines at low micromolar IC,  values. In the
cervical cancer cell line, each lead compound
plus irradiation decreased cell viability compared
with irradiation or vehicle alone. Ongoing work
includes testing the compounds in animal models
of cancer.
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