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This week in therapeutics
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Cancer

Acute 
myelogenous 
leukemia 
(AML)

Unknown Cell culture and mouse studies suggest the 
generic malaria drug mefloquine could help treat 
AML. In cultured AML cell lines, mefloquine 
inhibited cell growth at low micromolar 
concentrations and disrupted lysosome integrity. 
In a mouse model of AML, mefloquine decreased 
tumor volume compared with vehicle control. 
Next steps include identifying and testing 
mefloquine analogs that more potently disrupt 
lysosomes.
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