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Cancer

Cancer b-Catenin (CTNNB1) In vitro and cell culture studies identified a 
CTNNB1 antagonist that could help treat 
wingless-type MMTV integration site (WNT) 
and CTNNB1–driven cancers. A stapled peptide, 
identified by a combination of structure-based 
design and directed evolution, bound CTNNB1 
at a coactivator recruitment site with nanomolar 
affinity. In colorectal cancer cell lines driven 
by WNT and CTNNB1 signaling, the stapled 
peptide decreased cell proliferation compared 
with an inactive control peptide. Next steps could 
include testing the efficacy of the stapled peptide 
in vivo.
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