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Pain m-Opioid receptor 
(OPRM1; MOR)

Rat studies suggest brief high-dose delivery of OPRM1 
agonists could help treat some forms of pain. In rats, a one-
hour, high-dose i.v. infusion of Ultiva remifentanil, an ultra–
short-acting OPRM1 agonist, suppressed pain-associated 
responses in nerve fibers compared with pretreatment 
baseline. In rats, Ultiva significantly attenuated capsaicin-
induced hyperalgesia compared with saline. Next steps 
include determining whether brief high-dose opioids could 
reverse or improve some forms of chronic pain in patients.
Mylan Inc. markets Ultiva as an analgesic.
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