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Autoimmune disease

Autoimmune 
disease; 
multiple 
sclerosis (MS)

Leukemia inhibitory factor 
(LIF)

Mouse studies suggest increasing LIF could help 
treat autoimmune diseases like MS. In a mouse 
model of experimental autoimmune encephalitis 
(EAE), i.v. neural progenitor cells (NPCs) 
decreased disease severity compared with i.v. 
saline. In the treated mice, a LIF-neutralizing 
mAb blocked the therapeutic effect of NPCs 
compared with a control mAb. GlaxoSmithKline 
plc did not disclose next steps, which could 
include identifying compounds that boost LIF 
expression.
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