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Markers
VEGF receptor 1 (FLT1) 
expression as a marker 
for predicting response 
to anti–placental growth 
factor (PGF; PlGF) 
therapies

FLT1 expression could help predict whether cancer patients will respond 
to anti-PlGF therapies. In xenograft mice implanted with 12 different 
human tumor cell lines, 3 cell lines sensitive to anti-PlGF antibodies 
expressed FLT1, whereas the 9 cell lines resistant to anti-PlGF antibodies 
did not. Next steps could include validating the results in clinical trials. 
ThromboGenics N.V., Roche and BioInvent International AB are 
developing TB-403, an anti-PlGF antibody that is in Phase I testing to 
treat various cancers.
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