
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/
pathway Summary

Licensing 
status

Publication and contact  
information

Various
Inflammation; 
sepsis

Nuclear receptor 
subfamily 0 group B 
member 2 (NR0B2; 
SHP)

Mouse and cell culture studies suggest increasing SHP activity 
could help treat sepsis and inflammation. In a mouse model of 
lipopolysaccharide (LPS)-induced septic shock, Shp deficiency 
resulted in lower survival than Shp expression (p<0.01). In bone 
marrow–derived macrophages, Shp overexpression decreased 
LPS-induced expression of proinflammatory cytokines 
compared with what was seen using a control vector (p<0.001). 
Next steps could include identifying compounds that could 
increase SHP signaling and evaluating the molecules in animal 
models of inflammation and sepsis.
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