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RNA Fruit fly and mouse studies identified a d-amino-acid hexapeptide 
that could help treat muscular dystrophy. A screening study 
identified the d-amino-acid hexapeptide ABP1 as an inhibitor of 
CUG RNA hairpin formation. The compound prevented CUG-
induced lethality in a Drosophila model of muscular dystrophy. 
In a mouse model of muscular dystrophy, intramuscular injection 
of ABP1 into a hind limb decreased muscle tissue histopathology 
compared with injection of vehicle. Next steps include evaluating 
ABP1 via other delivery routes and in additional animal models of 
muscular dystrophy. Valentia Biopharma S.L. did not disclose its 
role in ongoing and future research.
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