
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in therapeutics
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Cancer
Chronic 
lymphocytic 
leukemia 
(CLL); hairy 
cell leukemia

CD160; CD23; CD5 Human studies suggest CD160 expression could 
help diagnose CLL. In mature and immature 
B cells from CLL patients, CD160 expression 
was higher than that in B cells from healthy 
controls and patients with other hematological 
malignancies. A diagnostic that measured levels 
of CD160 diagnosed CLL with 95% specificity 
and 100% sensitivity, and the ratio of CD23 to 
CD5 distinguished the hairy cell subtype from 
other types of CLL. Future studies could include 
using the CD160-based diagnostic in clinical 
trials of CLL therapies. 
MAT302, an anti-CD160 antibody from MAT 
Biopharma S.A., is in preclinical testing to treat 
solid tumors.
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