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Disease models

Distal-less homeobox 
3 (Dlx3) mutant mice 
as a model for skin 
inflammation

Mice with conditional, epidermal-specific loss of Dlx3 could be used to 
help identify new therapies to treat skin inflammation. In these mice, loss 
of Dlx3 caused epidermal hyperproliferation and abnormal keratinocyte 
differentiation. In the skin of these mice, levels of inflammation-
associated cells and cytokines were greater than those in the skin of 
wild-type controls. Next steps include determining the contribution that 
keratinocytes make to the inflammatory response.
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