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Summary

Mouse and human studies suggest nitric oxide
(NO)-releasing agents could help treat poisoning
from snake bite. In humans with a simulated snake
bite, local application of an OTC glyceryl trinitrate—
containing ointment called Rectogesic increased
lymphatic transit time of venom by about 40 minutes
compared with application of control ointment.

In venom-injected rats, the ointment increased
lymphatic transit time by 6 minutes and delayed
venom-induced respiratory arrest by 31 minutes
compared with control ointment. Next steps include
using the compound in combination with pressure
bandage and immobilization.

Rectogesic is marketed by Care Pharmaceuticals Pty.
Ltd. to treat anal fissures.
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