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Breast cancer Tenascin C  
(TNC; TN)

Mouse studies and patient sample studies suggest 
inhibiting TNC could decrease breast cancer 
metastases to the lung. In lung metastatic nodules 
from breast cancer patients, high TNC expression 
correlated with poor overall survival. In mice, small 
hairpin RNA against TNC lowered mammary tumor 
metastasis to the lungs by 90% compared with no 
treatment. Next steps include assessing the ability to 
target disseminated cancer cells and micrometastases 
in animal models.
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Patent 
application 
filed for cancer 
prognosis and 
treatment of 
metastasis; 
available for 
licensing 
through the 
Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center 
Office of 
Industrial 
Affairs
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