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Neurology

Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD)

Kynurenine 
3-monoxygenase (KMO)

Studies in mice suggest small molecule antagonists 
of KMO could help treat AD. KMO is an enzyme 
involved in a tryptophan degradation pathway that 
yields a neurotoxic byproduct. In a mouse model 
of AD, a non–CNS-penetrant small molecule 
KMO inhibitor decreased synaptic loss and 
increased learning and memory compared with 
vehicle control. Next steps include partnering with 
a company to complete preclinical development of 
the KMO inhibitor.
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