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Endocrine disease

Diabetes Apolipoprotein C-III 
(APOCIII; APOC3)

Rat studies suggest inhibiting APOC3 could help 
treat type 1 diabetes. In diabetes-prone rats, serum 
levels of Apoc3 were higher than those in normal 
controls. In the same rats, an Apoc3 antisense 
oligonucleotide increased the time to onset of 
diabetes compared with an inactive control 
antisense oligonucleotide. Future studies could 
include testing differing dose regimens of the 
APOC3 antisense oligonucleotide. 
ISIS-APOCIII, an antisense inhibitor of APOC3 
from Isis Pharmaceuticals Inc., is in Phase I testing 
to treat hypertriglyceridemia.
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