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Preventing HIV-
associated 
B cell exhaustion

In vitro studies suggest lowering memory B cell exhaustion could 
help treat HIV infection. In B cells from HIV-infected individuals, 
small interfering RNA against Fc receptor–like 4 (FCRL4) plus B cell 
stimulation led to greater numbers of HIV-specific antibody-secreting 
cells and B cell–associated chemokines and cytokines than control 
siRNA plus B cell stimulation. Next steps include studies to further 
understand the biological role of FCRL4.
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