
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange	 Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group� 1

This week in techniques

Approach Summary Licensing status
Publication and contact 
information

Drug platforms

Cultured Treg cells for 
treating graft-versus-host-
disease 
(GvHD)

A study in human cell culture and in mice suggests expanded populations 
of peripheral blood Treg cells could help treat GvHD. Peripheral blood 
filtrates were enriched for Treg cells and cocultured with antigen-presenting 
cells that activated Treg cells. The resulting Treg cells readily proliferated, had 
potent immunosuppressive activity in vitro and lowered severity of GvHD 
in a mouse model compared with crude cell preparations. Next steps 
include assembling a panel of donor Treg cells for clinical testing to prevent 
GvHD.
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