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Neurology

Depression Peroxisomal biogenesis 
factor 5–like 
(PEX5L; TRIP8b)

Mouse studies suggest inhibiting TRIP8b could 
help treat depression. In mice, knockout of Trip8b, 
a subunit of a voltage-gated ion channel, led to 
decreased hyperpolarization-activated current 
in hippocampal pyramidal neurons compared 
with that in wild-type mice. In mouse depression 
models, Trip8b knockout led to greater mobility 
during the forced swim test and lower tail 
suspension than those in wild-type mice. Next steps 
include identifying a compound that inhibits the 
target.
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