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Assays & screens

Production of infectious 
HCV particles without 
viral RNA replication

A method for producing infectious HCV particles that does not rely on 
viral replication could be useful in screening for antivirals. Plasmids 
encoding a DNA-dependent RNA polymerase and an HCV genome 
were used to produce HCV particles that infected cultured liver cells and 
slices. Next steps include using the HCV particle assay to test the efficacy 
of antivirals against wild-type virus of different genotypes or clinical 
variants.
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