
the distillery

SciBX: Science–Business eXchange Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group 1

This week in therapeutics

Indication
Target/marker/ 
pathway Summary

Licensing 
status

Publication and contact  
information

Cancer

Cancer Lymphocyte antigen 
6 (LY6); lymphocyte 
antigen 6 complex locus A 
(Ly6A; Sca-1)

Mouse studies suggest that inhibiting members of 
the LY6 family could help treat cancer. In mice with 
murine adenocarcinoma cells that expressed Sca-1 
small hairpin RNA, tumor growth was lower than 
that in mice with cells expressing control shRNA. 
Next steps include determining whether the results 
translate to human genes of the LY6 family and 
developing a blocking antibody.
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