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CD8+ T cell counts to 
predict breast cancer 
patient survival

Studies suggest that levels of CD8+ T cells could help predict breast cancer 
patient survival. In a retrospective analysis of primary breast tumor 
samples from over 1,300 patients, greater numbers of tumor stromal 
CD8+ T cells significantly correlated with increased patient survival 
(p<0.05). In estrogen receptor–negative and HER2 (EGFR2; ERBB2; 
neu)-negative breast cancers, increased stromal CD8+ T cell counts also 
were significantly associated with greater patient survival (p<0.001). 
Ongoing work includes developing methods for measuring CD8+ T cell 
counts in patients.
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