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Drug platforms

Fibroblast growth 
factor-9 (FGF-9; 
GAF) delivery for 
engineering durable 
blood vessels

Studies in mice suggest that FGF-9 could be useful for 
engineering durable blood vessels. In mice, FGF-9-
embedded gel implants promoted wrapping of smooth 
muscle cells around newly formed microvasculature. Also 
in mice, implants containing FGF-2 and FGF-9 led to more 
microvessels at one year than implants containing only FGF-
2. In a mouse model of ischemic hind limb injury, FGF-9 
infusion accelerated functional recovery compared with 
infusion of saline control. Next steps include developing and 
evaluating a delivery system for FGF-9.
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