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Neurology

Anxiety EPH receptor B2  
(EPHB2); FK506 
binding protein 5 
(FKBP5)

Studies in mice suggest that inhibiting EPHB2 or 
FKBP5 could help treat anxiety disorders. In a mouse 
model of stress-induced anxiety, Ephb2 cleavage 
and Fkbp5 expression were greater than those in 
unstressed mice. Injection of an anti-Ephb2 antibody 
or anti-Fkbp5 small hairpin RNA into the amygdala 
decreased anxious behavior in the mice compared with 
injection of control antibody or shRNA. Next steps 
include verifying the findings in human genomewide 
association studies and identifying industry partners to 
develop therapeutics targeting EPHB2 or FKBP5.
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