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signature to predict 
response to CD40-
targeted therapy 

A gene expression signature that predicts response to CD40-targeted 
therapy could help guide lymphoma treatment. Gene expression profiling 
of 7 non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) cell lines identified a 15-gene 
signature predictive of a therapeutic response to the CD40-stimulating 
antibody SGN-40. In a retrospective analysis of tissue samples taken from 
diffuse large B cell lymphoma patients in Phase I and II trials of SGN-40, 
signature-negative patients showed a median progression-free survival 
(PFS) of 40 days, whereas signature-positive patients showed a median 
PFS of 169 days. Next steps could include using the signature to select 
patients in future anti-CD40 antibody clinical trials. 
SGN-40 from Seattle Genetics Inc. is in Phase I testing to treat NHL and 
multiple myeloma (MM). 
At least five other companies have anti-CD40 antibodies in preclinical to 
Phase II trials to treat multiple hematological malignancies.
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