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Drug platforms

Local proinflammatory 
immunotherapy to fight 
tumors

A study in mice suggests that increasing inflammation in the tumor 
could help treat cancer. In mice, injection of tumor-specific T helper 
cells increased macrophage and T helper type 1 (Th1) cell–associated 
proinflammatory cytokine levels at tumor sites and decreased tumor 
growth compared with injection of nonspecific T helper cells. Next 
steps include mechanistic studies of the role of IL-1 and IL-6 in the 
inflammatory response to tumors.
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