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Cancer

Melanoma SET domain bifurcated 1 
(SETDB1)

Zebrafish and patient sample studies suggest that 
inhibiting SETDB1 could help treat melanoma. In a 
zebrafish model of melanoma that expressed mutant 
BRAF, expression of Setdb1 increased melanoma 
onset compared with expression of a control protein. 
In human melanoma samples, high SETDB1 levels 
occurred in 70% of melanoma samples compared 
with 15% of samples from benign moles. Next steps 
include developing a SETD1 inhibitor.
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